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Probably the most memorable day after September 11" for 


many muwahhidin was the day the Islamic State was an- 
nounced nine years ago in Iraq (Ramadan 1427). It was a 
state based upon tawhid and jihad with a Qurashi imam. 
It was a foundation for the future khilafah. Its leadership 
disbelieved in defeatist compromise and relied upon Allah 
alone, even if such entailed being fought by the entire camp 
of kufr and deviance. 


A few months later, the Iraqi Sahwah was launched. ‘The 
Americans provided corrupt tribes and partisan factions 
with the incentive and aid for the newly formed Sahwah 
to wage a treacherous war against the Islamic State. ‘The Is- 
lamic State then, in 1427-1428AH, began losing territory 
to these crusader-backed apostates. It was experiencing just 
some of the tests and tribulations that all truthful believers 
face, as in the hadith, “The people who face the severest 
tribulations are the Prophets, then those most like them, 
then those most like them. A person is tested with trib- 
ulation to the extent of his religious practice. If his prac- 
tice is strong, the tribulation he faces is stronger. And if his 
practice is weak, the tribulation he faces is in accordance 
with his religious practice” [Sahih: Reported by at-Tirmidhi 
from Sad Ibn Abi Waqaas]. 


During the tumult of this Sahwah conspiracy, a point came 
in which it appeared to the weak-hearted that the Islamic 
State would be a legend of the past, reminding us of the 
Battle of al-Ahzab {when they came at you from above you 
and from below you, and when eyes turned upwards [in 
fear], and hearts reached the throats and you assumed about 
Allah various assumptions. There the believers were tested 
and shaken severely. And remember when the hypocrites 
and those in whose hearts is disease said, “Allah and His 
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Messenger did not promise us except delusion’} [Al-Ahzab: 
10-12]. This was what occurred throughout the events of 
the Sahwah in Iraq. The believers were shaken severely but 
remained firm, whereas the hypocrites came out and began 
to criticize the creed and methodology of the Islamic State. 


And despite these great tribulations; a man spoke out with 
a truthful tongue and sincere heart; we consider him such 
and Allah is his judge. He was the recently appointed Amir 
of the Believers, Shaykh Abi ‘Umar al-Husayni al-Baghdadi 
(may Allah accept him). He spoke his words holding good 
assumptions about Allah, being certain of Allah’s promise, 
and having no doubts that Allah would ever forsake them. 
He said in his famous speech “The Harvest of the Years by 
the State of the Muwahhidin,” released six months after the 
declaration of the Islamic State in Iraq and during the dark 
waves of the Sahwah: 


“The Islamic State is baqiyah (remaining). It is bagiyah be- 
cause it was built from the corpses of the shuhada and it 
was watered with their blood, and by this the market of Jan- 
nah was convened. It is bagiyah because the success granted 
by Allah in this jihad is clearer than the sun in the middle 
of the sky. It is bagiyah because it was not soiled by haram 
income nor a distorted methodology. It is baqiyah by the 
truthfulness of the leaders who sacrificed their blood and 
the truthfulness of the soldiers who raised it with their fore- 
arms; we consider them such, and Allah is their judge. It is 
baqiyah because it united the mujahidin and is the refuge 
of the oppressed. It is baqiyah because Islam has begun to 
rise and climb, the dark cloud has begun to scatter, and 
kufr has begun to be defeated and exposed. It is bagiyah 
because it is the supplication of the oppressed, the tear of 
the bereaved, the cry of the prisoner, and the hope of the 








orphan. It is bagiyah because kufr in all its religions and 
sects gathered against it and because every treacherous and 
cowardly person of desire and heresy began to slander and 
defame it; so we became certain of the truthfulness of the 
goal and correctness of the path. It is baqiyah because we 
are upon certainty that Allah will not break the hearts of the 
oppressed muwahhidin and He will not let the oppressive 
people rejoice over such a defeat. It is baqiyah because Allah 
promised in His explicit revelation by saying, {Allah has 
promised those who have believed among you and done 
righteous deeds that He will surely grant them succession to 
authority upon the Earth just as He granted it to those be- 
fore them and that He will surely establish for them therein 
their religion which He has preferred for them and that He 
will surely substitute for them, after their fear, security} [An- 
Nar: 55]. {And Allah is predominant over His affair, but 
most of the people do not know} [Yusuf: 21].” 


He said these words with certainty granted by Allah & 
alone. His words touched the depths of the hearts, remind- 
ing them of Allah’s promise to His believers and keeping 
them firm for years to come. The Islamic State would re- 
main, despite the crusaders, the tawaghit, the tribal and fac- 
tional sahwat, the Rafidah, the Peshmerga, and the palace 


scholars. 


After the Iraqi Sahwah, the Islamic State remained with 
army camps in the deserts of al-Anbar, security cells operat- 


ing in the cities of Iraq, and shar'i judges to refer to for those 
who sought them. The hypocritical jihad claimants began 
bashing it by claiming it was the so-called mistakes of the 
Islamic State that brought about the Sahwah, when there 
was no root for the Sahwah save the dormant but lurking 
hypocrisy in the hearts of the corrupt criminals, partisan 
factions, and deviant heretics. And the historic word “baqi- 
yah’ continued to echo in the hearts of the mujahidin. 


It was not but a few years later that the Islamic State made 
a great comeback on the scene of Iraq. At the same time, 
it had entered into Sham and prepared the foundation for 
wilayat there. Ihe words “The Islamic State is bagiyah” 
filled the air and echoed before this and also thereafter in 
various addresses of the Islamic State leadership. ‘The Islam- 
ic State not only remained in Iraq, it had spread to the Ara- 
bian Peninsula, Sham, North and West Africa, Khurasan, 
al-Qawaaz, and elsewhere. 


This is the history behind the statement “The Islamic State 
is bagiyah.” 


May Allah keep the Islamic State remaining and expanding 
until the muwahhid mujahidin fight the armies of the cru- 
saders near Dabiq. 


KT he Islamic State is 


baqiyah (remaining). 


It is bagiyah because it was built from 
the corpses of the shuhada’ and it was 
watered with their blood, and by this 
the market of Jannah was convened. » 





Shaykh Abu ‘Umar al-Baghdadi 
(may Allah accept him) 





